DISCOVER

A world of wonder awaits. Plunge into turquoise waters. Immerse yourself in a

kaleidoscope of vibrant colours and teeming life. Discover your inner fish scuba
diving on Niva Kuramathi — a sea of blue filled with spectacular sights to behold.
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Underwalter. Suspended moments where the
world feels weightless. Time seemingly stands
still as life in liquid thrives and embraces you.

Guided by our professional, multi-lingual
instructors, explore channels, vertical walls,
coral reefs, and thilas, each bursting with
an abundance of marine life. Beginner or
experienced, lagoon dives or open water
adventures, advanced certifications or specialties
- every scuba diving course is tailored, safe and
designed to inspire and exhilarate.



DIVING ON

NIVA KURAMATHI

Our award-winning team at Kuramathi Dive Club

has been providing exciting and safe dives for
adventurous guests amongst the amazing marine life
and warm waters of the Indian Ocean, since 1994.
Our experienced, multi-lingual dive team provides a
friendly and professional service to our guests and
our enthusiastic instructors will inspire beginners to
discover this amazing liquid world while learning to
dive with SSI or PADI. Experienced divers will also find
challenging dives with many types of sharks, mantas,
turtles, rays, napoleons, barracuda, trevally and tuna
as well as many of the smaller, but no less interesting
inhabitants of the reef.

Our popular Shark Point, just off the uninhabited island
of Madivaru, a mere 8 minute boat ride, is a spectacular
dive that regularly offers divers close encounters with
20+ grey reef sharks, other sharks and spectacular
marine animals. This is also an amazing early morning
dive (6am!) where lucky Advanced divers may catch a
sighting of unusual predators. The Madi Ga or Manta
Block cleaning station 20 minutes across the atoll also
offers unforgettable ‘face to face" encounters with
stunning manta rays during our manta season for all
levels of certified divers.

Comfort and convenience for diving guests is assured
with fast, modern dive boats that reach more than

20 local dive sites in an average boat ride of just 15
minutes. Our 3 times daily local dives in Rasdhoo atoll
are supplemented by half day and full day trips to dive
some of the best sites in neighbouring North Ari atoll
including famous MPA's (Marine Protected Areas).

We also provide nitrox for free as additional safety
for certified Nitrox divers or offer the course and
certification in your preferred language. We are
fortunate to be well-supported by the Kuramathi
Medical Centre and Hyperbaric Chamber.

Whether you are a young diver, a family, a complete
beginner, a single diver, a couple or a group of
experienced divers, we invite you to come and dive
with us and join the adventure.
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DIVE
COURSES

Niva Kuramathi is an ideal place to learn to dive with
warm water (29°C), good visibility, a shallow lagoon

for training on one side of the island and stunning reefs
bursting with marine life on the other. Each year these
near perfect conditions help us to introduce many of our
guests to this incredible world.

Discover the hidden wonders of the Maldivian reefs with
our expert team; we offer everything from introductory
Discover Scuba Diving—no certification required—

to comprehensive Advanced courses. We also offer
great beginner courses especially for children and
families where we will ensure you will dive together
in a small group just for you and your family. If your
family are certified divers we will guide you on some
great dives suitable for all the members of the family.

Start your underwater
adventure with us today.
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WITH NIVA KURAMATHI
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Rasdhoo Atoll, part of North Ari Atoll, is a comparatively
small geographic atoll, and we always dive on the
outside reef which means we have deep water (+-
160m) and this attracts many pelagic species. We

have different types of dive sites which vary between
channels, walls, reefs and thilas. Drift diving with the
current along the outside wall of the atoll is usually easy
while channel dives can have more current and are
more challenging.

Manta Block

A manta cleaning station inside North Channel; the past
ten years or so during the manta season (November

to April) we have always found mantas being cleaned
on this large single coral block. The bottom here lies

at just 12 metres, but provides for spectacular close
encounters with these large rays and is a favourite of
many divers irrespective of experience level. We often
have current here as even though the block lies deep
inside the channel, at this relatively shallow depth the
water movement is still notable.
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Madivaru

A spectacular dive site due to both the topography of
the reef and the marine life inhabiting it. This horseshoe-
shaped reef structure lies next to the desert island of
Madivaru and the island wall makes up part of the dive
site rising to a few metres below the surface. The top
of the outer reef lies between 15 and 22 metres and at
depth features overhangs and promontories. Healthy
corals are plentiful and a large sand patch at 26m is a
central feature of the dive site. Madivaru is always a
great dive, some dives are just more breathtaking than
others. Here we can often find a school of grey reef
sharks, large dogtooth tunas, schools of eagle rays and
mobulas, large schools of trevally and jacks, white tip
reef sharks, sting rays, a school of barracuda, mantas
in season, napoleons and turtles. If we are very lucky,
we may also see dolphins sucking garden eels out of the
sand like spaghetti, a few silvertips, the odd guitar shark
or even a lone hammerhead and almost anything else
you can think of big or small that lives underwater in the
Maldives. It rarely disappoints even with poor visibility or
on “quiet” days.



Caves

Approximately a 20-minute boat ride from Niva
Kuramathi and is located on the western end of the atoll
past our sandbank. There are many large overhangs
here, but also two caves through which divers can
swim. In the caves and overhangs we can often

find white tips, stingrays or even nurse sharks. Only
advanced divers will be able to reach both caves and
most of the overhangs, but open water divers can also
reach one cave and the shallower overhangs.

A favourite of many of our repeater diving guests.

Dawn Dive at Shark Point

This early morning dive (05:45) at our Shark Point is a
great attraction and only 8 minutes by boat from Niva
Kuramathi. In years gone by, this place was frequented
by hammerheads, but these days one will have to be
lucky to see this legendary shark! Nevertheless, this
spectacular early morning escapade for Advanced
divers remains a remarkable dive with the chance

to encounter several types of sharks. Even without

the Hammerheads, the reef is truly alive with larger
predators often hunting on the reef or in the blue water
as the sun rises. It is always a great way to kick off
another exciting diving day in paradise.

Rasdhoo Channel

A big scenery, big fish, advanced channel crossing
between Niva Kuramathi and the neighbouring local
island of Rasdhoo. An excellent dive with the right
conditions — ideally with medium current pushing mainly
across and slightly in —to provide good visibility and

an easy passage drifting from one thila to the next.
These thilas are huge coral blocks which are mounted
on the 30 metres sandy bottom of the channels outer
edge before it drops into the open ocean and a depth
of almost 200 metres. The top side of these large thilas
is found between 22 and 27 metres so it is a deep dive
and a great dive on nitrox.

Rasdhoo Channel often features grey reef sharks, white
tips, often silvertips, stingrays, napoleons, turtles, eagle
rays, lots of big groupers, many large snappers and
sometimes you really do not know where to look. Even
on quieter days, the channel is a memorable dive just
for the impressive landscape of the thilas and the sand
between them and there is somehow an odd feeling

of accomplishment in achieving the crossing from one
island to the other.




Veligandu North

A finger-like reef protruding out of the island of
Veligandu. A favourite of some of our dive guides
because of the marine life that sharp-eyed divers can
find and photograph there. We travel a mere 15 minutes
to reach the site on our fast comfortable dhonis and we
dive on the outside edge of the finger. The top of the
reef lies at between 3 and 6 metres and once below the
reef top, the current runs reef parallel and we enjoy an
easy drift dive. The reef contains many small overhangs
and it is within these overhangs that we can usually find
several members of the rare ghost pipe fish family and
leaf fish family.

This reef is also “moray city” as it is full with many
different species of moray, the most spectacular being
the honeycomb moray or the white mouth moray.

In addition, with a little luck we find feeding turtles,
napoleons and a few white tip sharks as we progress
along the reef. In season mantas or mobulas are also
regularly sighted. The dive is suitable for all levels and
the most interesting marine life is found between 8 and
18 metres though the reef descends to between 35 and
40 metres before reaching a scrubby plateau.

North Channel

About twenty minutes by boat and in season is one

of our best spots for mantas. The channel is relatively
shallow and we rarely dive deeper than 20 metres here
so it is in range for competent open water divers and
much of the dive is spent at between 10 and 15 metres.
Nevertheless the current can run hard here so choosing
the right time to visit is important. Mantas can be seen
at several shallow cleaning stations in the channel or on
a massive thila named Veligandu Thila which borders
the Veligandu side of the channel and can offer an
exciting dive by itself. If manta season has come and
gone, the channel is still a great dive where divers

can find a huge school of jacks, many napoleons and
groupers, white tips and the occasional grey reef shark,
honeycomb moray eels, stingrays, lionfish, leaf fish and
an amazing variety of brightly painted reef fish.













Diving Safaris to North Ari

Our diving Safaris to Ari Atoll are not to be missed. We
run a half day safari several times weekly based upon
request and a full day trip one or more times weekly —
also based on request and adequate numbers; we make
two or three dives on the many, often famous, dive

sites there. Breakfast (and lunch on full day) is included
in the boat fee. With the right sea conditions, this is a
wonderful diving adventure and a memorable day out
on the magnificent Indian Ocean.

Night Diving
Night diving is available on two 40m wrecks or on

the islands house reef several times weekly based on
request.
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GET IN TOUCH

T +960 666 0527
E reservations@nivakuramathi.com
nivakuramathi.com



